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1
FOLDED IMAGING PATH CAMERA

BACKGROUND

Mobile consumer devices, such as cell phones, media play-
ers, and tablet computers, typically incorporate a camera
module so that a device may also be used as a camera. These
types of devices are increasingly designed to be thinner and
incorporate smaller and/or thinner components. Current cam-
era modules are simple axial optical systems and the optical
axis through the camera lens is perpendicular to the face of a
device, such as when a device is integrated with a camerain a
front or back of the device. The camera lens is stacked on top
of an image sensor that captures an image which is focused
through the camera lens. This thickness or depth of a camera
module that includes a camera lens, an image sensor, and
circuit board is commonly referred to as the z-height (e.g., in
the z-axis) of the camera module. The z-height of conven-
tional camera modules may exceed the thickness of the
devices that are increasingly designed to be thinner and incor-
porate the smaller and/or thinner components.

Further, consumers typically prefer cameras that are
designed with more megapixels for sharper images. However,
the size of a camera lens in a camera module is based on the
size of the image sensor, and as image sensors increase in
pixel count, they also increase in size to accommodate more
megapixels. Consumer preferences for thinner devices with
better cameras are adverse design limitations. Cameras that
have more megapixels also incorporate a larger camera lens,
which increases the z-height of a camera module. Further, to
implement a zoom lens, the camera lens in a camera module
moves away from the image sensor to effectuate magnifica-
tion of animage. If the camera lens does not protrude out from
the device when zooming, then the zoom mechanism inte-
grated into a device will increase the thickness of the device.

SUMMARY

This Summary introduces simplified concepts of a folded
imaging path camera, and the concepts are further described
below in the Detailed Description and/or shown in the Fig-
ures. This Summary should not be considered to describe
essential features of the claimed subject matter, nor used to
determine or limit the scope of the claimed subject matter.

A folded imaging path camera is described. In embodi-
ments, a device includes a camera lens module that focuses an
image, which is received as reflected light. An image sensor
captures the image from the reflected light that is directed at
the image sensor. The device also includes one or more optics
that fold the reflected light of the image along an imaging path
directed through the camera lens module and directed at the
image sensor. The imaging path directed through the camera
lens module can be approximately perpendicular to an axis
along which the reflected light of the image is received via an
aperture in the device. Alternatively, the imaging path
directed through the camera lens module is approximately
parallel to the axis along which the reflected light of the image
is received via the aperture in the device.

In other embodiments, the optics include of one or more
mirrors, one or more prisms, and/or one or more optical
lenses. The optics can be implemented to fold the reflected
light once along the imaging path directed through the camera
lens module and directed at the image sensor. Alternatively,
the optics can be implemented to first fold the reflected light
along the imaging path directed through the camera lens
module and second fold the reflected light directed at the
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image sensor. Alternative imaging paths having multiple
folds can also be implemented.

In other embodiments, dimensions of the device include a
height dimension, a width dimension, and a depth dimension.
The imaging path for the reflected light of the image is
approximately parallel, at least in part, to a first axis along the
height dimension of the device, or a second axis along the
width dimension of the device. Further, an optical axis of the
camera lens module is approximately parallel to the first axis
along the height dimension of the device, or the second axis
along the width dimension of the device. The camera lens
module may be implemented for reverse telephoto imaging
and configured to increase or decrease a distance between the
camera lens module and the image sensor.

In other embodiments, a device includes a camera lens
module that focuses an image, which is received as reflected
light via an aperture in an end of the device. The device also
includes an integrated display that displays the image as the
image is received. An image sensor captures the image from
the reflected light that is directed at the image sensor. The
device also includes one or more optics that fold the reflected
light of the image along an imaging path and directed at the
image sensor. The imaging path from the aperture and
through the camera lens module is approximately parallel to
a horizontal plane of the integrated display, which is also
approximately parallel to an axis along which the reflected
light of the image is received via the aperture in the end of the
device.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of a folded imaging path camera are
described with reference to the following Figures. The same
numbers may be used throughout to reference like features
and components that are shown in the Figures:

FIG. 1illustrates an example device in which embodiments
of a folded imaging path camera can be implemented.

FIG. 2 illustrates examples of a device that includes imple-
mentations of a folded imaging path camera in accordance
with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 3 illustrates additional examples of a device that
includes implementations of a folded imaging path camera in
accordance with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 4 illustrates additional examples of a device that
includes implementations of a folded imaging path camera in
accordance with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 5 illustrates example method(s) of a folded imaging
path camera in accordance with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 6 illustrates example method(s) of a folded imaging
path camera in accordance with one or more embodiments.

FIG. 7 illustrates various components of an example device
that can implement embodiments of a folded imaging path
camera.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A folded imaging path camera is described, and embodi-
ments provide an optical system having a folded imaging path
for use in thin consumer devices that include an integrated
camera. A folded imaging path camera includes optics, such
as mirrors, prisms, and/or lenses that fold reflected light of an
image along an imaging path directed through a camera lens
module and directed at an image sensor. An optical axis of the
camera lens can be orientated parallel to the face of'a device,
which provides that the camera lens module and image sensor
may be positioned at different lateral locations in a thinner
consumer device. The folded imaging path also enables incor-
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poration of a zoom mechanism, and the camera lens module
can be optimized for a longer back focal length to implement
a reverse telephoto lens. The camera lens module may also be
implemented with an auto-focus mechanism and/or image
stabilization.

A folded imaging path camera can also be implemented for
optical image stabilization and/or to generate high resolution
images (e.g., also referred to as super resolution images) with
atilting lens. A tilting lens can be implemented as an element
of the camera lens module, and can be implemented with a
liquid lens or a liquid crystal lens that provides variable focus
and variable tilt for both auto-focus and optical image stabi-
lization. A device that includes a folded imaging path camera
can also include orientation sensors, such as one or more
gyroscopes, and the tilting lens can be tilted to compensate for
camera shake based on sensor inputs. The imaging lens of the
camera lens module can also be tilted with implementation of
an actuator or other type of tilting mechanism.

The device that includes a folded imaging path camera can
also include an image processing service that processes cap-
tured image data. For implementations of a super or high
resolution technique, the image data for an image can be
captured at a nominal position and then also at one-half pixel
offset positions as the imaging lens is tilted. The image pro-
cessing service can then combine the nominal position image
and the various offset position images to generate a high
resolution image.

While features and concepts of a folded imaging path cam-
era can be implemented in any number of different devices,
systems, environments, networks, and/or configurations,
embodiments of a folded imaging path camera are described
in the context of the following example devices, systems, and
methods.

FIG. 1 illustrates an example device 100 in which embodi-
ments of a folded imaging path camera can be implemented.
The example device may be any type of a portable and/or
consumer device, such as a cell phone, media player, tablet
computer, gaming device, digital camera, and the like. The
computing device can be implemented with various compo-
nents, such as one or more processors, memory devices that
enable data storage of digital images, as well as any number
and combination of differing components as further
described with reference to the example device shown in FIG.
7.

In this example, the device 100 includes an integrated
camera 102 that is implemented as a folded imaging path
camera in accordance with one or more embodiments. The
device also includes an integrated display 104 that can display
a representation of an image that is viewed through the cam-
era. The example device has a height dimension 106, a width
dimension 108, and a depth dimension 110. A front face 112
of the device includes the integrated display, and the front
face and a back face 114 of the device are defined by the
height dimension and the width dimension. The device
includes two sides 116 that are defined by the height dimen-
sion and the depth dimension of the device. The device also
includes two ends 118 that are defined by the width dimension
and the depth dimension of the device.

A conventional camera module 120 is shown to illustrate
that a camera lens 122 stacked on top of an image sensor 124
and circuit board 126 has a z-height (e.g., in the z-axis) that
may limit implementation of the camera module in a thin
consumer device at 128 (e.g., example device 100 has a
thinner form factor than the z-height of the conventional
camera module). The camera module also includes other
components, such as a flex circuit 130 and a circuit board
connector 132. Rather than a conventional stacked configu-
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4

ration of the camera module components, the components of
the integrated camera 102 in the device 100 implement a
folded imaging path 134.

In embodiments, the integrated camera 102 includes a
camera lens module 136 that focuses an image received as
reflected light, such as via an aperture 138 in the device. The
integrated camera also includes an image sensor 140 that
captures the image from the reflected light that is directed at
the image sensor. The integrated camera also includes one or
more optics 142 that fold the reflected light of the image along
the imaging path directed through the camera lens module
and directed at the image sensor. In this configuration, an
optical axis of the camera lens is parallel to the face (e.g., the
integrated display) of the device, which provides that the
camera lens module and image sensor can be positioned at
different lateral locations in a thinner consumer device. Vari-
ous configurations and implementations of folded imaging
path cameras are described with reference to FIGS. 2-4.

FIG. 2 illustrates examples 200 of a device 202 that
includes implementations of a folded imaging path camera
204. The device 202 may be implemented as any type of
device described with reference to FIG. 1. For example, the
device may include a display 206 that is integrated in a front
face 208 of the device. A back face 210 of the device includes
an aperture 212 via which reflected light of an image is
received and directed along an imaging path 214. Alterna-
tively or in addition, the front face of the device may include
an aperture through which the reflected light of the image is
received. In embodiments, a folded imaging path camera can
be implemented in a device in a vertical configuration 216.
Alternatively, a folded imaging path camera can be imple-
mented in a device in a horizontal configuration 218, as
shown at 220 from the perspective 222.

The folded imaging path camera includes a camera lens
module 224 with an autofocus mechanism and an image
sensor 226. The camera lens module focuses the image
received as the reflected light and the image sensor captures
the image from the reflected light that is directed at the image
sensor. The folded imaging path camera also includes one or
more optics, such as a prism 228 that folds the reflected light
of the image along the imaging path directed through the
camera lens module and directed at the image sensor. Alter-
natively, the folded imaging path camera can include a mirror
230 as shown at 232 to fold the reflected light of the image
along the imaging path.

In these examples, the imaging path 214 directed through
the camera lens module 224 is approximately perpendicular
to an axis along which the reflected light of the image is
received via the aperture 212 in the device 202. In the vertical
configuration 216 of the folded imaging path camera in the
device, the imaging path 214 that coincides with the optical
axis of the camera lens module 224 is approximately parallel
to an axis along the height dimension of the device. Alterna-
tively, in the horizontal configuration 218 of the folded imag-
ing path camera in the device, the imaging path 214 that
coincides with the optical axis of the camera lens module 224
is approximately parallel to an axis along the width dimen-
sion of the device.

Inembodiments, the camera lens module 224 can be imple-
mented for reverse telephoto imaging, such as with a reverse
telephoto lens that provides a large back focal length. A zoom
mechanism can be implemented to translate the camera lens
module parallel along the optical axis of the camera to
increase or decrease the distance between the camera lens
module 224 and the image sensor 226 to effectuate magnifi-
cation of the image. In this example, the camera lens module
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can be implemented to travel between the prism 228 and the
image sensor 226, or between the mirror 230 and the image
sensor 226.

In embodiments, the folded imaging path camera 204 can
be implemented for optical image stabilization and/or to gen-
erate high resolution images (e.g., also referred to as super
resolution images) with a tilting lens. A tilting lens can be
implemented as an additional element of the camera lens
module 224, or the imaging lens of the camera lens module
may be implemented as a tilting lens. A tilting lens can be
implemented with a liquid lens or a liquid crystal lens that
provides variable focus and variable tilt for both auto-focus
and optical image stabilization. In an implementation, the
device 202 includes orientation sensors 234, such as one or
more gyroscopes, and the tilting lens can be tilted to compen-
sate for camera shake based on sensor inputs 236, such as
gyroscopic inputs from the one or more gyroscopes. Alterna-
tively or in addition, the imaging lens of the camera lens
module can be tilted with implementation of any one or
combination of a MEMS actuator, VCM actuator, Piezo
actuator, or other type of tilting mechanism.

In this example, the device 202 also includes an image
processing service 238 that processes image data 240, such as
the image data captured with the image sensor 226. For
implementations of a super or high resolution technique, the
image data for an image is captured at a nominal position and
then also at one-half pixel offsets in the +X, -X, +Y, and/or
-Y positions as the imaging lens is tilted. The image process-
ing service can then combine the nominal position image
(e.g., a digital image) and the various offset position images
(e.g., additional digital images) to generate a high resolution
image. The device 202 can also be implemented with various
components, such as one or more processors and memory that
enables data storage. The processors and memory of the
device can implement the image processing service 238 as
computer-executable instructions, such as a software appli-
cation, that is executable to implement embodiments
described herein. The device may also include any number
and combination of differing components as further
described with reference to the example device shown in FIG.
7.

FIG. 3 illustrates examples 300 of a device 302 that
includes implementations of a folded imaging path camera
304. The device 302 may be implemented as any type of
device described with reference to FIG. 1. For example, the
device may include a display 306 that is integrated in a front
face 308 of the device. A back face 310 of the device includes
an aperture 312 via which reflected light of an image is
received and directed along an imaging path 314. Alterna-
tively or in addition, the front face of the device may include
an aperture through which the reflected light of the image is
received. In embodiments, a folded imaging path camera can
be implemented in a device in a vertical configuration 316.
Alternatively, a folded imaging path camera can be imple-
mented in a device in a horizontal configuration 318, as
shown at 320 from the perspective 322.

The folded imaging path camera includes a camera lens
module 324 with an autofocus mechanism and an image
sensor 326. The camera lens module focuses the image
received as the reflected light and the image sensor captures
the image from the reflected light that is directed at the image
sensor. The folded imaging path camera also includes optics,
such as a prism 328 that first folds the reflected light of the
image along the imaging path directed through the camera
lens module and an additional prism 330 that second folds the
reflected light of the image along the imaging path directed at
the image sensor. Alternatively, the folded imaging path cam-
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6

era can include a mirror 332 as shown at 334 to first fold the
reflected light of the image along the imaging path directed
through the camera lens module and an additional mirror 336
that second folds the reflected light of the image along the
imaging path directed at the image sensor.

In these examples, the imaging path 314 directed through
the camera lens module 324 is approximately perpendicular
to an axis along which the reflected light of the image is
received via the aperture 312 in the device 302. In the vertical
configuration 316 of the folded imaging path camera in the
device, the imaging path 314 that coincides with the optical
axis of the camera lens module 324 is approximately parallel
to an axis along the height dimension of the device. Alterna-
tively, in the horizontal configuration 318 of the folded imag-
ing path camera in the device, the imaging path 314 that
coincides with the optical axis of the camera lens module 324
is approximately parallel to an axis along the width dimen-
sion of the device.

Inembodiments, the camera lens module 324 can be imple-
mented for reverse telephoto imaging, such as with a reverse
telephoto lens that provides a large back focal length. A zoom
mechanism can be implemented to translate the camera lens
module parallel along the optical axis of the camera to
increase or decrease the distance between the camera lens
module 324 and the image sensor 326 to effectuate magnifi-
cation of the image. In this example, the camera lens module
can be implemented to travel between the prism 328 and the
additional prism 330, or between the mirror 332 and the
additional mirror 336. As described with reference to the
device shown in FIG. 2, the device 302 can include a tilting
lens or lens tilting mechanisms, orientation sensors, and an
image processing service to implement optical image stabi-
lization and/or to generate high resolution images.

FIG. 4 illustrates examples 400 of a device 402 that
includes implementations of a folded imaging path camera
404. The device 402 may be implemented as any type of
device described with reference to FIG. 1. For example, the
device may include a display 406 that is integrated in a front
face 408 of the device. An end 410 of the device includes an
aperture 412 via which reflected light of an image is received
and directed along an imaging path 414. In this configuration,
the device can be held and pointed like a television remote
control to capture an image. Alternatively or in addition, the
front face, back face, or any of the sides and ends of the device
may include an aperture through which the reflected light of
the image is received. In embodiments, a folded imaging path
camera can be implemented in a device in a vertical configu-
ration 416, as shown at 420 from the perspective 422. Alter-
natively, a folded imaging path camera can be implemented in
a device in a horizontal configuration 418.

The folded imaging path camera includes a camera lens
module 424 with an autofocus mechanism and an image
sensor 426. The camera lens module focuses the image
received as the reflected light and the image sensor captures
the image from the reflected light that is directed at the image
sensor. The folded imaging path camera also includes one or
more optics, such as a prism 428 that folds the reflected light
of the image along the imaging path from the camera lens
module and directed at the image sensor. Alternatively, the
folded imaging path camera can include a mirror 430 as
shown at 432 to fold the reflected light of the image along the
imaging path.

In these examples, the imaging path 414 through the cam-
era lens module 424 is approximately parallel to an axis along
which the reflected light of the image is received via the
aperture 412 in the device 402. In the vertical configuration
416 of the folded imaging path camera in the device, the
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imaging path 414 that coincides with the optical axis of the
camera lens module 424 is approximately parallel to an axis
along the height dimension of the device. Alternatively, in the
horizontal configuration 418 of the folded imaging path cam-
era in the device, the imaging path 414 that coincides with the
optical axis of the camera lens module 424 is approximately
parallel to an axis along the width dimension of the device.

Inembodiments, the camera lens module 424 can be imple-
mented for reverse telephoto imaging, such as with a reverse
telephoto lens that provides a large back focal length. A zoom
mechanism can be implemented to translate the camera lens
module parallel along the optical axis of the camera to
increase or decrease the distance between the camera lens
module 424 and the image sensor 426 to effectuate magnifi-
cation of the image. In this example, the camera lens module
can be implemented to travel between the aperture 412 and
the prism 428, or between the aperture 412 and the mirror
430. As described with reference to the device shown in FIG.
2, the device 402 can include a tilting lens or lens tilting
mechanisms, orientation sensors, and an image processing
service to implement optical image stabilization and/or to
generate high resolution images.

Example methods 500 and 600 are described with refer-
ence to respective FIGS. 5 and 6 in accordance with one or
more embodiments of a folded imaging path camera. Gener-
ally, any of the services, functions, methods, procedures,
components, and modules described herein can be imple-
mented using software, firmware, hardware (e.g., fixed logic
circuitry), manual processing, or any combination thereof. A
software implementation represents program code that per-
forms specified tasks when executed by a computer proces-
sor. The example methods may be described in the general
context of computer-executable instructions, which can
include software, applications, routines, programs, objects,
components, data structures, procedures, modules, functions,
and the like. The program code can be stored in one or more
computer-readable storage media devices, both local and/or
remote to a computer processor. The methods may also be
practiced in a distributed computing environment by multiple
computer devices. Further, the features described herein are
platform-independent and can be implemented on a variety of
computing platforms having a variety of processors.

FIG. 5 illustrates example method(s) 500 of a folded imag-
ing path camera. The order in which the method blocks are
described are not intended to be construed as a limitation, and
any number of the described method blocks can be combined
in any order to implement a method, or an alternate method.

At block 502, reflected light of an image is received via an
aperture in a device. For example, the device 202 (FIG. 2)
receives reflected light of an image via the aperture 212 in the
back face 210 of the device, and the reflected light of the
image is directed along the imaging path 214. Similarly,
device 302 (FIG. 3) receives reflected light of an image via the
aperture 312 in the back face 310 of the device, and the
reflected light of the image is directed along the imaging path
314. Similarly, the device 402 (FIG. 4) receives reflected light
of'an image via the aperture 412 in the end 410 of the device,
and the reflected light of the image is directed along the
imaging path 414.

At block 504, the image that is received as the reflected
light is focused with a camera lens module. For example, the
camera lens module 224 in the device 202 focuses the image
received as the reflected light. Similarly, the camera lens
module 324 in the device 302 focuses the image received as
the reflected light, and the camera lens module 424 in the
device 402 focuses the image received as the reflected light.
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At block 506, the reflected light of the image is folded
along an imaging path directed through the camera lens mod-
ule and directed at an image sensor. For example, the prism
228 or mirror 230 (e.g., one or more optics) in the device 202
folds the reflected light of the image along the imaging path
214 directed through the camera lens module 224 and
directed at the image sensor 226. In this example, the imaging
path directed through the camera lens module is approxi-
mately perpendicular to an axis along which the reflected
light of the image is received, and the reflected light is folded
once along the imaging path. In another example, the prisms
328, 330 and/or mirrors 332,336 (e.g., one or more optics) in
the device 302 folds the reflected light of the image along the
imaging path 314 directed through the camera lens module
324 and directed at the image sensor 326. In this example, the
imaging path directed through the camera lens module is also
approximately perpendicular to an axis along which the
reflected light of the image is received. The reflected light is
first folded along the imaging path directed through the cam-
era lens module and second folded directed at the image
sensor.

In another example, the prism 428 or mirror 430 (e.g., one
or more optics) in the device 402 folds the reflected light of
the image along the imaging path 414 through the camera lens
module 424 and directed at the image sensor 426. In this
example, the imaging path through the camera lens module is
approximately parallel to an axis along which the reflected
light of the image is received via the aperture 412 in the end
of'the device, and the reflected light is folded and directed at
the image sensor.

At block 508, the image is captured from the reflected light
that is directed at the image sensor. For example, the camera
lens module 224 in the device 202 focuses the image received
as the reflected light and the image sensor 226 captures the
image from the reflected light that is directed at the image
sensor. Similarly, the camera lens module 324 in the device
302 focuses the image received as the reflected light and the
image sensor 326 captures the image from the reflected light
that is directed at the image sensor. Similarly, the camera lens
module 424 in the device 402 focuses the image received as
the reflected light and the image sensor 426 captures the
image from the reflected light that is directed at the image
sensor.

FIG. 6 illustrates example method(s) 600 of a folded imag-
ing path camera. The order in which the method blocks are
described are not intended to be construed as a limitation, and
any number of the described method blocks can be combined
in any order to implement a method, or an alternate method.

At block 602, reflected light of an image is received via an
aperture in an end of a device. For example, the device 402
(FIG. 4) receives reflected light of an image via the aperture
412 in the end 410 of the device, and the reflected light of the
image is directed along the imaging path 414 through the
camera lens module 424. In this example, the imaging path
through the camera lens module is approximately parallel to
an axis along which the reflected light of the image is received
via the aperture in the end of the device.

At block 604, the image that is received as the reflected
light is focused with the camera lens module. For example,
the camera lens module 424 in the device 402 focuses the
image received as the reflected light. At block 606, the image
is displayed on an integrated display of the device as the
reflected light of the image is received. For example, the
display 406 that is integrated in the front face 408 of the
device 402 displays the image as it is received, such as when
auser views the image to be captured before initiating capture
of'the image (e.g., taking a photo).
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Dimensions of the device 402 include a height dimension,
a width dimension, and a depth dimension (e.g., as described
with reference to device 100 shown in FIG. 1). The front face
408 of the device is defined by the height dimension and the
width dimension, and the front face includes the integrated
display. The ends of the device are defined by the width
dimension and the depth dimension, and the sides of the
device are defined by the height dimension and the depth
dimension. In this example, the imaging path 414 from the
aperture 412 and through the camera lens module 424 is
approximately parallel to an axis along the height dimension
of the device.

At block 608, the reflected light of the image is folded
along the imaging path and directed at an image sensor. For
example, the prism 428 or mirror 430 (e.g., one or more
optics) in the device 402 folds the reflected light of the image
along the imaging path 414 through the camera lens module
424 and directed at the image sensor 426. In this example, the
imaging path from the aperture and through the camera lens
module is approximately parallel to a horizontal plane of the
integrated display. At block 610, the image is captured from
the reflected light that is directed at an image sensor. For
example, the image sensor 426 in the device 402 captures the
image from the reflected light that is directed at the image
sensor.

FIG. 7 illustrates various components of an example device
700 that can be implemented as any of the devices, or services
implemented by devices, described with reference to the pre-
vious FIGS. 1-6. In embodiments, the device may be imple-
mented as any one or combination of a fixed or mobile device,
in any form of a consumer, computer, portable, user, commu-
nication, phone, navigation, appliance, gaming, media play-
back, camera, and/or electronic device. The device may also
be associated with a user (i.e., a person) and/or an entity that
operates the device such that a device describes logical
devices that include users, software, firmware, hardware, and/
or a combination of devices.

The device 700 includes communication devices 702 that
enable wired and/or wireless communication of device data
704, such as received data, data that is being received, data
scheduled for broadcast, data packets of the data, etc. The
device data or other device content can include configuration
settings of the device, media content stored on the device,
and/or information associated with a user of the device.
Media content stored on the device can include any type of
audio, video, and/or image data. The device includes one or
more data inputs 706 via which any type of data, media
content, and/or inputs can be received, such as user-selectable
inputs, messages, communications, music, television con-
tent, recorded video content, and any other type of audio,
video, and/or image data received from any content and/or
data source.

The device 700 also includes communication interfaces
708, such as any one or more of a serial, parallel, network, or
wireless interface. The communication interfaces provide a
connection and/or communication links between the device
and a communication network by which other electronic,
computing, and communication devices communicate data
with the device.

The device 700 includes one or more processors 710 (e.g.,
any of microprocessors, controllers, and the like) which pro-
cess various computer-executable instructions to control the
operation of the device. Alternatively or in addition, the
device can be implemented with any one or combination of
software, hardware, firmware, or fixed logic circuitry that is
implemented in connection with processing and control cir-
cuits which are generally identified at 712. Although not
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shown, the device can include a system bus or data transfer
system that couples the various components within the
device. A system bus can include any one or combination of
different bus structures, such as a memory bus or memory
controller, a peripheral bus, a universal serial bus, and/or a
processor or local bus that utilizes any of a variety of bus
architectures.

The device 700 also includes one or more memory devices
714 (e.g., computer-readable storage media) that enable data
storage, such as random access memory (RAM), non-volatile
memory (e.g., read-only memory (ROM), flash memory,
etc.), and a disk storage device. A disk storage device may be
implemented as any type of magnetic or optical storage
device, such as a hard disk drive, a recordable and/or rewrite-
able disc, and the like. The device may also include a mass
storage media device.

Computer readable media can be any available medium or
media that is accessed by a computing device. By way of
example, and not limitation, computer readable media may
comprise storage media and communication media. Storage
media include volatile and non-volatile, removable and non-
removable media implemented in any method or technology
for storage of information, such as computer-readable
instructions, data structures, program modules, or other data.
Storage media include, but are not limited to, RAM, ROM,
EEPROM, flash memory or other memory technology, CD-
ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical storage,
magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium which
can be used to store information and which can be accessed by
a computer.

Communication media typically embody computer-read-
able instructions, data structures, program modules, or other
data in a modulated data signal, such as carrier wave or other
transport mechanism. Communication media also include
any information delivery media. The term modulated data
signal means a signal that has one or more of its characteris-
tics set or changed in such a manner as to encode information
in the signal. By way of example, and not limitation, commu-
nication media include wired media such as a wired network
or direct-wired connection, and wireless media such as acous-
tic, RF, infrared, and other wireless media.

A memory device 714 provides data storage mechanisms
to store the device data 704, other types of information and/or
data, and various device applications 716. For example, an
operating system 718 can be maintained as a software appli-
cation with a memory device and executed on the processors.
The device applications may also include a device manager,
such as any form of a control application, software applica-
tion, signal processing and control module, code that is native
to a particular device, a hardware abstraction layer for a
particular device, and so on. In this example, the device
applications 716 include an image processing service, such as
when the device 700 is implemented with a camera system
722 that captures digital images.

The device 700 also includes an audio and/or video pro-
cessing system 724 that generates audio data for an audio
system 726 and/or generates display data for a display system
728. The audio system and/or the display system may include
any devices that process, display, and/or otherwise render
audio, video, display, and/or image data. Display data and
audio signals can be communicated to an audio device and/or
to a display device via an RF (radio frequency) link, S-video
link, composite video link, component video link, DVI (digi-
tal video interface), analog audio connection, or other similar
communication link. In implementations, the audio system
and/or the display system are external components to the
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device. Alternatively, the audio system and/or the display
system are integrated components of the example device.
Although embodiments of a folded imaging path camera
have been described in language specific to features and/or
methods, the subject of the appended claims is not necessarily
limited to the specific features or methods described. Rather,
the specific features and methods are disclosed as example
implementations of a folded imaging path camera.

The invention claimed is:

1. A device, comprising:

a camera lens module configured to focus an image that is
received as reflected light, the camera lens module com-
prising one or more lenses, the one or more lenses
including an imaging lens configured to tilt for optical
image stabilization;

an image sensor configured to capture the image from the
reflected light that is directed at the image sensor; and

one or more optics configured to fold the reflected light of
the image along an imaging path that is directed by the
one or more optics through the camera lens module and
directed at the image sensor.

2. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein the imaging path
directed through the camera lens module is at least one of
approximately perpendicular to an axis along which the
reflected light of the image is received via an aperture in the
device, or approximately parallel to an axis along which the
reflected light of the image is received via the aperture in the
device.

3. A device as recited in claim 1, further comprising at least
a memory and a processor to implement an image processing
service that is configured to combine a digital image at a
nominal position with one or more offset position digital
images to generate a high resolution image.

4. A device as recited in claim 3, wherein the imaging lens
configured to tilt is tilted approximately one-half pixel offsets
to capture the one or more offset position digital images.

5. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein the reflected light
of'the image is received via an aperture in an end of the device,
the end of the device defined by a width dimension and a
depth dimension of the device, and wherein the imaging path
directed through the camera lens module is approximately
parallel to an axis along which the reflected light of the image
is received.

6. A device as recited in claim 5, wherein an optical axis of
the camera lens module is approximately parallel to at least
one of the first axis along the height dimension of the device,
or the second axis along the width dimension of the device.

7. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein dimensions of the
device include a height dimension, a width dimension, and a
depth dimension, and wherein the imaging path is approxi-
mately parallel, at least in part, to at least one of a first axis
along the height dimension of the device, or a second axis
along the width dimension of the device.

8. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein the camera lens
module is implemented for reverse telephoto imaging and
configured to at least one of increase or decrease a distance
between the camera lens module and the image sensor.

9. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein the one or more
optics fold the reflected light once along the imaging path
directed through the camera lens module and directed at the
image sensor.

10. A device as recited in claim 1, wherein the one or more
optics first fold the reflected light along the imaging path
directed through the camera lens module and second fold the
reflected light directed at the image sensor.
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11. A method, comprising:

focusing an image that is received as reflected light with a
camera lens module, the camera lens module compris-
ing at least an imaging lens and a tilting lens;

folding the reflected light along an imaging path that is
directed by one or more optics through the camera lens
module and directed at an image sensor, the one or more
optics located along the imaging path at least between an
aperture of a device and the camera lens module and
additionally between the camera lens module and the
image sensor;

stabilizing the image that is received as reflected light with
the camera lens module using the tilting lens included in
the camera lens module; and

capturing the image from the reflected light that is directed
at the image sensor.

12. A method as recited in claim 11, further comprising
receiving the reflected light of the image via the aperture in
the device, and wherein the imaging path directed through the
camera lens module is approximately perpendicular to an axis
along which the reflected light of the image is received.

13. A method as recited in claim 11, further comprising
receiving the reflected light of the image via the aperture in
the device, and wherein the imaging path directed through the
camera lens module is approximately parallel to an axis along
which the reflected light of the image is received.

14. A method as recited in claim 11, further comprising
receiving the reflected light of the image via the aperture in an
end of the device, and wherein the imaging path directed
through the camera lens module is approximately parallel to
an axis along which the reflected light of the image is
received.

15. A method as recited in claim 11, wherein the reflected
light is folded once along the imaging path directed through
the camera lens module and directed at the image sensor.

16. A method as recited in claim 11, wherein the reflected
light is first folded along the imaging path directed through
the camera lens module and second folded directed at the
image sensor.

17. A device, comprising:

a camera lens module comprising one or more lenses con-
figured to focus an image that is received as reflected
light;

a tilting lens, included in the camera lens module, config-
ured to tilt to provide optical image stabilization;

an integrated display configured to display the image as the
image is received;

an aperture in an end of the device via which the reflected
light of the image is received along an imaging path
through the camera lens module;

an image sensor configured to capture the image from the
reflected light that is directed at the image sensor; and

one or more optics configured to fold the reflected light of
the image along the imaging path and directed at the
image sensor.

18. The device as recited in claim 17, wherein the imaging
path from the aperture and through the camera lens module is
approximately parallel to a horizontal plane of the integrated
display.

19. The device as recited in claim 17, wherein the imaging
path through the camera lens module is approximately paral-
lel to an axis along which the reflected light of the image is
received via the aperture in the end of the device.

20. The device as recited in claim 17, wherein:

dimensions of the device include a height dimension, a
width dimension, and a depth dimension;



US 9,172,856 B2

13

afront face of the device is defined by the height dimension
and the width dimension of the device, and the front face
includes the integrated display;

the end of the device is defined by the width dimension and
the depth dimension of the device; and wherein

the imaging path from the aperture and through the camera
lens module is approximately parallel to an axis along
the height dimension of the device.
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